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MEMORANDUM FOR THS DCI 

SUBJECT? SIE-5t Soviet Air Defense Capabilities 19&-$k 


BACKGROUND 

1* Initiation of SIE-5 was approved by the TAC on 1 November 19^1 
as a re-examination of a critically important subject on which mueh new 
•Videnoe was available* 


SUBSTANCE 

2* The chief difficulty in SEH> has been a prolonged difference 
of opinion between Air Force and practically all of the other XAC agencies, 
particularly Navy and 0/ 3X over certain crucial aspects of the estimate* 

The r esult was a protracted series of working level and IkC Representative 
meetings in May, June, July, and finally September, la r g e l y in an attempt 
to modify the paper to meet the AF point of view* During these meeting# 
the other agencies accepted numerous compromises in an effort to secure 
AF agreement, in many oases reluctantly retreating from previously held 
positions solely to avoid dissent* 


3* When several differences were still unresolved, Q/NE called 
in three eminent technical consultants to join the Board and hear the 
evidence of both s^des* They accepted the AF point of view in ecm A cases 

f/jf /vUMjrute H' 

and not in other#*, add Support the estimate as now drafted* 


25X1A5a1 
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k* Air Force now accepts the great bulk of the estimate* but 
jLuM Av* x A? -tv^u»»ob iXfonAx-#** 

still cbjeota s^ several major points (see attached AF Jfc » ecp t). Ihe 

other agendas* however, have r cached the limit of their conoeesions 


and we believe that CHI, Q/SI, G-2, JIC, and State approve the paper , 


as It stands. 


5. 'BBCmmmmm* (a) that SIB-# be approved as 
drafted, with '^»r appended AF ^mnt. In the light of the prolonged 
efforts to reach full agreement, 0/RE believes that further efforts 
would be useless, and that AF should separately express its views} 


(b) that the three appendices be published with the estimate, which „ j 

Jt&AjJt* d^VCxM^dumXf 

because of its classification will b e issued in c niy a limited numb or / 
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